THE MEANING OF THE WAR         ai

"We are going to make Germany take over,
along with Prussian centralization and dis-
cipline, all our ambitions and all our appetites.
If she hesitates, if the confederate peoples do
not arrive of their own accord at this common
resolution, I know how to compel them; I
will cause a breath of hatred to pass over
them, all alike* I will launch them against
a common enemy, an enemy we have hood-
winked and waylaid, and whom we shall
try to catch unarmed. Then when the hour
of triumph shall sound, I will rise up; from
Germany, in her intoxication, I will snatch
a covenant, which, like that of Faust with
Mephistopheles, she has signed with her
blood, and by which she also, like Faust,
has traded her soul away for the good things
of earth/'

He did as he had said- The covenant was
made* But, to ensure that it would never be
broken, Germany must be made to feel, for
ever and ever, the necessity of the armour in
which she was imprisoned* Bismarck took